Member for McMillan Russell Broadbent appeared live on screen from par-

liament house in Canberra to help Baw Baw shire mayor Murray Cook (seat-
ed) activate the high speed broadband communications network installed at
Warragul's Waterford Rise residential estate. At rear are directors of the estate’s
developers, Baw Baw Developments, from left, Michael Blackwood, John

Castle and Gary Tomasetti.

High speed broadband
activated at Waterford Rise

Warragul’s first foray into new-age
communications technology
occurred with the “click of a
mouse” last Wednesday when Baw
Baw shire mayor Murray Cook
made a live video cross to Member
for McMillan Russell Broadbent at
parliament house in Canberra.

The link-up activated the high-speed
broadband network installed at the Wa-
terford Rise residential development.

Residents of the estate will have ac-
cess to internet speeds of 100 megabits
per second and installer Redtrain Net-
work said the network was designed to
cater for up to one gigabit connections
to each household.

Congratulating the estate developers
Mr Broadbent said the technology was
a great advantage in attracting people
to live and work in the area.

He said the two-way video connec-
tion that launched estate’s network was
an example of the interaction people
would frequently have in the future.

Cr Cook described it as an “eye-
opener” that would give residents the
capability to work from home and pos-
sibly telecommute to their work places
in Melbourne.

Waterford Rise broadband network

by-passes the national telecommunica-
tions network via a switching centre
(exchange) built by Redtrain on the
western side of the estate that is con-
nected to the nearby VicTrack fibre
optic cable.

That provides a direct connection to
Redtrain’s facility in Melbourne.

Redtrain spokesman Michael Sparks-
man said it was the first wholesale only
open access network in the region and
put Waterford Rise 10 years ahead of
likely availability of the national broad-
band network in the Warragul area.

He said four retail broadband service
providers had already been attracted to
offer internet services on the network.

General manager of the estate’s de-
velopers, Baw Baw Developments,
Glenn Sanford said the state of the art
broadband connection provided resi-
dents with the benefit of faster web
browsing and the ability to download
large files and attach large images and
videos to emails without having to use
cloud-computing services.

Almost 200 residential blocks have
been sold at Waterford Rise since it
opened two years ago.

The staged development will eventu-
ally provided about 1200 blocks and is
expected to house up to 5000 people.

First aid tips for summer

As people prepare
for the summer holi-
days Red Cross is pro-
viding helpful first aid
tips to help us prepare
for the weeks ahead.
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We will be covering
road accidents, sprains,
strains, broken bones,
bites, stings, burns,
drowning and the basic
life support process.

Are you on your own

$

this Christmas?
Join us for fellowship and

Christmas food!

Warragul Uniting Church
210 Sutton Street

" Transport available on request

Punch will be provided
(no alcohol)
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ﬁl $5 at 12 noon on December 25 Q

Bookings essential

Phone Peter 5622 1332
before Wednesday,
December 18
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The first step however
is to make sure every
family and car has a
basic first aid kit.

Red Cross National
First Aid, health and
safety advisor, Dan Coad
said “everyone should
have a first aid kit close
by in case of an emer-
gency at home, at work
or while travelling.

“All of us have a ‘hard
to buy for’ friend or fam-
ily member at Christmas”
says Dan. “Why not give
them a Red Cross first
aid kit?

“Red Cross first aid kits
contain quality dressings,
bandages, hygienically
packaged items and a 40-
page booklet containing
helpful information and
instructions on first aid
procedures.

“The kits start from $25
and are all compliant
with therapeutic goods
administration guidelines
and are listed on the Aus-
tralian register of thera-
peutic goods.”

To purchase a first aid
kit online go to red-
cross.org.au/firstaid or
call 1300 367 428.
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